Pacific Coast - luxury hotels, dining, nightlife, attractions 5/28/09 1:54 PM

SEARCH [ Select a region...

TNATIZN

INSPIRATIONS DESTINATIONS ACCOMMODATIONS VACATIONS RESERVATIONS

HOME > DESTINATIONS

PACIFIC COAST

RSS FEED (|

Forbes
TRAVELER INSIDER | HOTELS H DINING H ATTRACTIONS H NIGHTLIFE H SHOPPING

Travel Deals Published by ShermansTravel.com*

$449+: Pacific Coast voyage on Celebrity Cruises

Celebrity LAS VEGAS

$62/nt+: Chic Union Square hotel nr theaters & shops

RoomValues.com 10 SEXIEST
$1299+: 14-nt Princess Hawaii cruise w/Ensenada ~ REVUES
Expedia

AND MORE »
$599+: 7-nt cruise from Seattle w/Glacier Bay

Holland America

$8.95+: Cheap car rentals - valid over Memorial Day

Hotwire.com
© Shutterstock Taxes and other fees are additional. Learn More
Page 1 of 1 N
|| 3 WATCH VIDEO |
0 VIEW AREA MAP IDEAS & ALERTS
CEO Atta
Click here for \'® WATCH SLIDESHOW SIGN UP
/ Are you a C-Suite Executive?
FOR OUR . oy .
THE DRAW : N v Activate your attaché in one click.
8 et UX ¥ BOOK A FLIGHT WEEKLY
e Charming colonial resort town on one of NEWSLETTER Activate Now!
Mexico's largest bays fi# FIND A HOTEL
to Mexico F b
stenup () OI'DES Attache
e Active art scene and above-average dining S—com ]
Personalize Your Own!

o Activities ranging from snorkeling to soaring through the jungle . .

NEED TO UPDATE Weather SelectYour City. £
canopy

YOUR ACCOUN_T? Sports SelectYour eams €
THE SCENE K Watch List  SelectCompanies é\g

Industry News Choose Indust ﬂ

Film director John Huston and the attendant circus of Night of the
Iguana put Puerto Vallarta on the map. The charm of the hillside, Authors Lhoose Favorites f'l
cobblestoned streets has attracted ex-pats for years. But Puerto

) ) . SPONSORED LINKS
Vallarta is also a popular vacation spot for sophisticates from

Mavira Citv and Cuadalaiara and it'e ana Af tha fanir Aar fiva hact

http://www.forbestraveler.com/mexico-pacific-coast.html Page 1 of 4


http://www.forbestraveler.com/
http://www.forbes.com/ads/redirectpause.html?http://ads.forbes.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/forbestraveler.com/guide/mexico-pacific-coast/mexico-pacific-coast.html/1072236664/BigBanner/Kiwi090213_bb_ROS_allhotels/Kiwi090213_bb_400creative.html/62646236353537623461316564643430?_RM_REDIR_=www.forbestraveler.com/kiwi-collection/forbes-400?partner=kiwi
http://www.forbestraveler.com/video/mexico/mexico-puerto-vallarta.html
http://www.forbestraveler.com/mexico.html
http://www.shermanstravel.com/?refer=ForbesSPN
http://www.forbes.com/ads/redirectshermans.html?http://shermanstravel.com/rd/1112620/5/140/270/1?refer=ForbesSPN&section=other-B
http://www.forbes.com/ads/redirectshermans.html?http://shermanstravel.com/rd/1112667/5/158/270/1?refer=ForbesSPN&section=other-B
http://www.forbes.com/ads/redirectshermans.html?http://shermanstravel.com/rd/1112634/5/144/270/1?refer=ForbesSPN&section=other-B
http://www.forbes.com/ads/redirectshermans.html?http://shermanstravel.com/rd/1112648/5/149/270/1?refer=ForbesSPN&section=other-B
http://www.forbes.com/ads/redirectshermans.html?http://shermanstravel.com/rd/1101663/5/1/270/1?refer=ForbesSPN&section=other-B
http://www.shermanstravel.com/fees?refer=ForbesSPN
http://www.forbestraveler.com/reservations/?vertical=hotel
javascript:ftdc_slideshow_popUp('/destination_slides/407000400_slide.html');
http://www.forbestraveler.com/poi-map/mexico-pacific-coast.html?select=
http://www.forbestraveler.com/reservations/?vertical=airfare
http://www.forbestraveler.com/signup.html
http://www.forbestraveler.com/login.html
http://ads.forbes.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/forbestraveler.com/guide/mexico-pacific-coast/mexico-pacific-coast.html/1082459701/x101/default/empty.gif/62646236353537623461316564643430?
http://www.forbestraveler.com/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/destinations/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/shopping-guide/mexico-pacific-coast.html
http://www.forbestraveler.com/hotel-guide/mexico-pacific-coast.html
http://www.forbestraveler.com/dining-guide/mexico-pacific-coast.html
http://www.forbestraveler.com/attraction-guide/mexico-pacific-coast.html
http://www.forbestraveler.com/nightlife-guide/mexico-pacific-coast.html
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/
javascript:startCol();
http://ads.forbes.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/forbestraveler.com/attache/index.html/405067221/x1/HOUSE_FT_Attache_ROS_081230/sexyvegas.html/62646236353537623461316564643630?_RM_REDIR_=http://www.forbestraveler.com/Vegas/sexy-vegas-story.html?partner=fdc_attache_sexyvegas
http://images.forbestraveler.com/media/rss/newInspirationsRSS.xml
http://www.forbestraveler.com/tools/widgets-tool.html
http://ads.forbes.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/forbestraveler.com/guide/mexico-pacific-coast/mexico-pacific-coast.html/652705496/x5/default/empty.gif/62646236353537623461316564643430?

Pacific Coast - luxury hotels, dining, nightlife, attractions

FICAILU CIty QiU SUGUGIU UG, GHIU LS UG UL LG U UE VG Deat
places in Mexico to acquire contemporary Mexican art. There are
half a dozen top-flight restaurants to choose from, jazz bars and
an upscale nightspot or two. These days Vallarta has crept both
north and south along the Bay of Banderas (Bay of Flags), which
is so large that the northern end is in a different state and time
zone. The dry north is anchored by the exclusive Punta Mita
(Four Seasons, private villas and more upscale resorts to come),
and the corniche along the south ends in lush tropical forest,
where the exclusive resorts of the Costalegre begin.

TO BE SEEN

e Gringo Gulch, the steep, narrow, cobblestoned streets on the
hill behind town, where Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton
blazed a trail for all future ex-pats. In fact, their old abode is now
a B&B called Casa Kimberley. (www.casakimberley.com)

e The Marianas. Ecotour operators run day trips to these
protected islands in the bay, where nesting blue-footed boobies
and fantastic views of whales and dolphins are practically
guaranteed.

e Yelapa. This small resort community-cum-oasis of peace is
accessible only by boat. To get there, you must first drive along
the corniche on Vallarta's lush south side, then hop a water taxi
to Yelapa's shores. It's heaven, once the day trippers leave. Go
for at least an overnight in one of the breezy ecohotels.

FOR THE VIP

e Vallarta Adventures (www.vallarta-adventures.com) operates
charter flights to the once-only-reachable-by-car resorts to the
south, including Isabel Goldsmith's Las Alamandas, Playa Rosa at
Careyes and Cuixmala, the former estate of British industrialist
Jimmy Goldsmith.

e Spend a day on the Four Seasons Punta Mita's private yacht,
plying the waters of the bay amid whales and dolphins. You don't
have to be a guest to go for a sail. (www.fourseasons.com)

e Take a day trip by air to Guadalajara for insanely good
shopping, especially in Tlaquepaque.

OVERRATED

Downtown beaches. Surprisingly, Puerto Vallarta proper is
hardly a good beach destination -- many of the area beaches are
at the bay's center, aka the overdeveloped Hotel Zone. Most are
brown, crowded and unappetizing, so those in the know stay at
resorts or rent villas on either the northern or southern end.

UNDERRATED

Staying in town! Between the art galleries, restaurants and
shopping, there's plenty to do if you're not totally fixated on
being at the beach. At the antique-strewn 14-room Hacienda San
Angel, high on Gringo Gulch, there are three swimming pools to
choose from, and fabulous views of the bay that also include the
distinctive bell tower of the main cathedral.

DON'T MISS

Monthly art gallery crawls. Every Wednesday night, October
through April, some 20 of the city's top galleries are open in the
evenings; many serve drinks to art-lovers. Most are run by ex-
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pats who represent Mexico's best up-and-coming artists.

WHEN TO GO

Even die-hard Vallartans evacuate in the hot, humid and very
rainy summer months. The best time to visit is October through
May; the midwinter months are ideal, with warm days and cool
evenings.

MEXICO DELUXE GUIDE »

Page 1 of 1

INSPIRATIONS | DESTINATIONS | ACCOMMODATIONS | VACATIONS | RESERVATIONS

http://www.forbestraveler.com/mexico-pacific-coast.html Page 3 of 4


http://www.forbestraveler.com/mexico.html
http://www.forbestraveler.com/destinations/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/advertise/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/reservations/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/privacy/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/inspirations/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/contact/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/vacations/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/accommodations/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/sitemap/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/terms/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/permissions/

Pacific Coast - luxury hotels, dining, nightlife, attractions 5/28/09 1:54 PM

Privacy Policy | Terms of Service | Site Map | Contact Us | Advertise on ForbesTraveler.com | Reprints/Permissions
Advertise on Forbes.com | © 2009 Forbes.com LLC

Forbes Digita
. . Forbes : ~ - « REAL
Forbes T  Eubes e |

http://www.forbestraveler.com/mexico-pacific-coast.html Page 4 of 4


http://www.forbes.com/adinfo/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/advertise/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/privacy/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/contact/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/sitemap/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/terms/
http://www.forbestraveler.com/permissions/

